over the Empire, all with pots of money from what theii
fathers got, and thousands of retainers. With her, he'i
have the props he needs. Being Emperor isn't all going
in first and that; its lying awake thinking how to keep
first; and Tino isn't one to think of those things.  You
see, dear, I talk to you as I'd talk to my daughter. I liked
you from the first, and I know you've got sense and can
see it when it's put. It would be pleasant to me and Justo
to have you in the Palace, let alone the joy to Tino, but
ruin to the hope of him being Emperor later. It would
never do even for him to be with you on the quiet, in
the ringless way; the priests would object. We've got to
consider these things, so it comes to this, dear, we shan't
ask you here again, and we shall put a squeeze on Tino
who'll see it as we do.  But there, dear, I've been harsh
which I don't want to be.  This race-course girl, who
knows the betting and never did her own hair, she won't
know about priests and law like you would, but she'll be
able to prop Tino in the ways he'll have to be propped,
And now, dear, I don't feel too well. It was cold with
those Nuns in their stone corridors; for of course I always
go barefoot like they do to the Service. I'm not as young
as I was. But I've talked it out with you and been as^I
would with a daughter, if I'd ever had one* You'll feel
bitter with me at first, but you'll come to see it as we do-
Emperors can't marry as they please, nor do much tha
they want to.   You've got such pretty hands, dear
You'll not mind my running on, for I can't stand muc!
more  to-night,   and   can't  give  my mind  to  beiaf
answered.   I thought it best to say it all to you,   Hi
jincle, niy husband, the Emperor, will have it all ofci
with Tino. I must say that you've been a good one.'Now
the last Emperor but one, he had someone he wished to
be Emperor after him and there was 3 girl in die